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Thursday 3 and Friday 4 September 2020 

Online Meeting 
 

Join Thursday’s State Council Zoom Meeting here 
 

Or copy and paste this link into your browser… 
 

https://nsweducation.zoom.us/j/65382586215?pwd=T0RpazhGUkh2RUVCMEd6NFUyalR3UT09 
 

Area Council Delegates, Reference Group/Standing Committee/Working Party Chairpersons, 
Observer Delegates and State Executive 

 
AGENDA 

 
Day 1 – Thursday 3 September 2020 

(Sessions chaired by President, Phil Seymour unless otherwise indicated) 
 

 
8:30am – 9:00am (login available from 8:00am) 
1. Commencement of Term 3 State Council Meeting 

1.1. Welcome & online protocols reminder 
1.2. Acknowledgement of Country 

 
2. State Council Opening Business 

2.1. Apologies 
2.2. Introduction of new members 
2.3. Stewart House – arrangements, members encouraged to join & promote salary contributions 

to Stewart House 
 
3. Agenda 

3.1. Items as circulated 
3.2. Additional items and variations 
3.3. Acceptance 
3.4. Development of questions for Guests 

 
9:00am – 9:45am 
4. Guest: The Hon. Sarah Mitchell MLC, Minister for Education and Early Childhood Learning 

4.1. Welcome 
4.2. Presentation 
4.3. Questions & Discussion 

 

https://nsweducation.zoom.us/j/65382586215?pwd=T0RpazhGUkh2RUVCMEd6NFUyalR3UT09
https://nsweducation.zoom.us/j/65382586215?pwd=T0RpazhGUkh2RUVCMEd6NFUyalR3UT09
https://nsweducation.zoom.us/j/65382586215?pwd=T0RpazhGUkh2RUVCMEd6NFUyalR3UT09
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9:45am – 10:30am 
5. Guest: Mark Scott, Secretary, Department of Education 

5.1. Welcome 
5.2. Presentation 
5.3. Questions & Discussion 

 
10:30am – 11:00am Morning Tea 
 
11:00am – 11:45am Lessons learned in COVID-19 school support and management of outbreaks 
6. Guest: Sylvia Corish, Executive Director School Performance. 

6.1. Welcome 
6.2. Presentation 
6.3. Questions & Discussion 

 
11:45am – 12:30pm 
7. President’s Report 
President, Phil Seymour 

7.1. Report as circulated 
7.2. Property Acquisition 

 
8. Minutes of Term 1 2020 State Council Meeting  
Secretary, Jude Hayman 

8.1. Corrections 
8.2. Acceptance 
8.3. Business Arising 

 
9. Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer, Michael Burgess 

9.1. Report as circulated 
9.2. Highlighted items 
9.3. Acceptance 

 
Chair: Deputy President, Robyn Evans 
10. Panel Session 1: Reference Group/Standing Committee/Working Party Chairpersons 

10.1. Questions on reports (as previously tabled/circulated) 
 
12:30pm –1:00pm Lunch 
 
1:00pm –2:30pm 
Chair: Deputy President, Robyn Evans 
11. Panel Session 2: Reference Group/Standing Committee/Working Party Chairpersons 

11.1. Questions on reports (as previously tabled/circulated) 
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2:30pm –
3:30pm Director Educational Leadership survey results and School Performance update 
12. Guests: Murat Dizdar, Deputy Secretary, School Performance and Cathy Brennan, A/Deputy Secretary, 

School Performance 
12.1. Welcome 
12.2. Presentation 
12.3. Questions and Discussion 

 
3:30pm –3:45pm  
13. Update on Measurement and outcomes-based funding in NSW schools (The Hon. Mark Latham MLC, 

Committee Chair) 
President, Phil Seymour 
 
3:45 – 4:15 
14. Property Acquisition  
 
4:15pm Meeting Adjourned for Day One for all Delegates, Chairpersons and Observers. 
 
4:15pm – 4:30pm Executive Reflection on Day 1 and refinements for Day 2. 
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Online Meeting 

 
Join Friday’s State Council Zoom Meeting here 

 
Or copy and paste this link into your browser… 

https://nsweducation.zoom.us/j/63380017780?pwd=MjdjZWZkOWt2Wmw1QU1XT1paK20zZz09 

 
DAY 2 – Friday 4 September 2020 

(Sessions chaired by President, Phil Seymour unless otherwise indicated) 
 

8:30am – 9:30am 
1. Review of Day One and outline/update of sessions for Day 2. 
 
2. NSWPPA Business Session 

2.1. APPA Report – President, Phil Seymour 
2.2. AGPPA Report – Deputy President, Robyn Evans 

 
Deputy President, Robyn Evans 
3. Panel Session 3: Reference Group/Standing Committee/Working Party Chairpersons 

3.1. Questions on reports (as previously tabled/circulated) 
 
9:30am – 10:30am NSW Department of Education Organisational Review 
4. Guests: School Improvement and Education Reform Group - Georgina Harrisson, Group Deputy 

Secretary; Murat Dizdar, Deputy Secretary School Performance, Cathy Brennan, A/Deputy Secretary, 
School Performance, Martin Graham, A/Deputy Secretary Education and Skills Reform and Jane 
Simmons, A/Deputy Secretary Learning Improvement 

4.1. Welcome 
4.2. Presentation 
4.3. Questions and Discussion 

 
10:30am - 11:00am Morning Tea 
 
11:00am – 11:45am Aboriginal Education update 
5. Guest: Karen Jones, Executive Director Aboriginal Education and Communities with Tan Neal, Director 

Policy, Research and Engagement Aboriginal Education and Communities 
5.1. Welcome 
5.2. Presentation 
5.3. Questions and Discussion 

 
11:45am – 12:30pm – Curriculum Review and Literacy and Numeracy update 
6. Guest: Kay Smith, A/Executive Director Learning and Teaching with Paul Wood, Director, Early 

https://nsweducation.zoom.us/j/63380017780?pwd=MjdjZWZkOWt2Wmw1QU1XT1paK20zZz09
https://nsweducation.zoom.us/j/63380017780?pwd=MjdjZWZkOWt2Wmw1QU1XT1paK20zZz09
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Learning and Primary Education and Catherine Thompson, Director, Literacy and Numeracy 
6.1. Welcome 
6.2. Presentation 
6.3. Questions and Discussion 

 
12:30pm – 12:40am Chair: Rob Walker, Vice President 
7. Area Council Issues 
NB This session may be extended or lunch taken and reconvened if required. 
 
12:40pm –1:00pm Chair: Deputy President, Robyn Evans 
8. Panel Session 4: Reference Group/Standing Committee/Working Party Chairpersons 

8.1. Questions on reports (as previously tabled/circulated) 
 
1:00pm – 1:30pm Lunch 
 
1:30am –2:00pm 
9. Guest: Ben Ballard, A/Executive Director, Learning and Wellbeing with Karen Hodge, Director Student 

Engagement and Interagency Partnerships.  
9.1. Welcome 
9.2. Presentation 
9.3. Questions and Discussion 

 
2:00pm –2:30pm Chair: Deputy President, Robyn Evans 
10. Panel Session 5: Reference Group/Standing Committee/Working Party Chairpersons 

10.1. Questions on reports (as previously tabled/circulated) 
 
2:30pm Wrap up and scheduled closure of meeting President Phil Seymour 
 
2:30pm – 3:00pm Afternoon Tea break 
 
3:00pm – 4:00pm Area Council meetings chaired by PPC Presidents (option - local arrangements apply) 
 

Next Meeting 
Term 4, 2020 NSWPPA State Council Meeting 
Thursday 26 and Friday 27 November, 2020 

Novotel Sydney Central OR online! 
 

Stay Safe – remember to vote in your State Executive election 
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NAPLAN REVIEW – FINAL REPORT 
 

Recommendation 1  
1.1 Ministers re-endorse the importance of standardised testing in Australian school education 

for:  

a. Monitoring progress towards national goals  
b. School system accountability and performance  
c. School improvement  
d. Individual student learning achievement and growth, noting the limitations on use in 
detailed diagnosis of learning deficiencies and difficulties due to the degree of 
uncertainty in measures of individual students  
e. Information for parents on student and school performance.  

 
1.2 Ministers re-affirm the role of national standardised assessment in fulfilling these purposes.  

1.3 Continue to conduct national standardised assessment as a census test of student 
achievement.  

1.4 Define the purposes and limitations of national standardised assessment by decision of the  Ministerial Council 
in the manner proposed in Table 23 and communicate this on the  Australian Curriculum, Assessment and 
Reporting Authority (ACARA) website and in  communications with schools and parents/carers. 

Recommendation 2  
2.1 Ministers note that national assessment policies and practices vary and that there are no 

common features of assessment among high-achieving countries.  

2.2 Rename the numeracy test as mathematics, to clarify that it assesses the content and 
proficiency strands of the Australian Curriculum: Mathematics.  

2.3 Add assessment of critical and creative thinking in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) to the national standardised census assessment program, except at 
Year 3, and introduce it only after a period of experimental test development that 
demonstrates that valid and reliable tests have been developed.  

2.4 Withdraw the current triennial sample survey of science literacy in Years 6 and 10 and 
consider replacing it in the triennial cycle with another covering both a subject and a 
general capability from the Australian Curriculum, such as history and intercultural 
understanding.  

2.5 Explicitly map the tests to the National Literacy and Numeracy Learning Progressions to 
provide insight into student learning progress in the year levels in which the tests are 
administered.  

2.6 Jurisdictions investigate students’ reasons for absence from NAPLAN testing and seek to reduce  the current 
levels of absence, particularly at the secondary level. 
 

Recommendation 3  
3.1 Conduct NAPLAN tests as early in the school year as is administratively feasible.  

3.2 Set a goal for the results from all NAPLAN Online tests marked online being reported to 
schools, students and parents/carers within a week of the conclusion of the testing 
window.  
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3.3 Continue to administer NAPLAN tests in Years 3, 5 and 7 and replace assessments in Year 9 with 
 assessments in Year 10. Assessments in Year 9 are not to be held in 2021. 
 

Recommendation 4  
4.1 Adopt a new name, Australian National Standardised Assessments (ANSA), in recognition of 

the changes in the existing tests and the addition of tests of critical and creative thinking 
in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).  

4.2 Discontinue the National Assessment Program (NAP) sample survey in science literacy with 
the introduction of ANSA in critical and creative thinking in STEM.  

4.3 Maintain the National Assessment Program (NAP) sample surveys in civics and citizenship and in  information 
and communication technology literacy on their current three-yearly cycle.  Rename the program the National 
Sample Assessment Program (NSAP). 

Recommendation 5  
5.1 Redevelop the reading and mathematics tests as digital assessments, capitalising on all the 

flexibility that the digital form offers for content and item form, with no constraint to 
mirror the current print versions of the tests.  

5.2 Develop the new critical and creative thinking in science, technology, engineering and  mathematics 
(STEM) so that it is ‘born digital’ since it will have no print form that it might  have been constrained to match. 
5.3 Undertake further development of the branching model and system changes to see if the  branching could be 
based on estimates of achievement derived by the psychometric model  and not number of items answered 
correctly in the testlets. 
5.4 Review the level of the National Minimum Standards on the NAPLAN scales to see if they are set  too low and 
progress work on developing additional “proficient” and “highly proficient”  benchmarks. 

Recommendation 6  
6.1 Undertake significant development work on a new writing test to be ‘born digital’.  
6.2 Ensure the new test design demonstrates clear alignment to the Australian Curriculum: 

English, the Achievement Standards, the General Capabilities, and National Literacy and 
Numeracy Learning Progressions.  

6.3 Ensure the new test offers a broadened range of forms including imaginative, persuasive 
and informative genres, staged across the years of testing (for example, Year 3: 
imaginative; Year 5: imaginative and persuasive; secondary: persuasive and informative).  

6.4 Ensure the prompt clarifies to students the audience for the writing.  
6.5 Extend the assessment time for the writing test to be sufficient for students to be able to 

draft and edit before producing final copy.  
6.6 Develop a ‘digital placemat’ to present students with an overall concept or theme and a 

number of visual and verbal stimuli they could respond to.  
6.7 Withdraw the language conventions test as a separate test and assess grammar, 

punctuation and spelling in the writing test.  
6.8 Allow Year 3 students to hand write responses and Years 5, 7 and 10 students to write using 

a computer.  
6.9 Systematically train students in the use of a keyboard to achieve efficiency before Year 5, 

with demonstration of fluency in typing to be ongoing throughout schooling.  
6.10 Simplify the marking rubric with fewer criteria that are conceptually independent.  
6.11 Trial automated scoring of spelling, vocabulary, sentence structure and punctuation in the 

writing test, while authorial aspects of writing are to be scored by teachers.  
6.12 Reinstate the writing test as a census test in 2023, following redevelopment and evidence 

from the sample trial.  
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6.13 Explore digital approaches to support national marker training and marker moderation 
online,  including the use of exemplars and rich commentaries for a stronger national 
perspective to  the marking and teacher judgement contribution. 
Recommendation 7  
Establish a new time series, beginning with the year in which NAPLAN Online is fully 
implemented. 

Recommendation 8  
Continue to publish annual reports on performance levels – national, state and territory and 

jurisdiction, as well as for subgroups of interest, such as male and female, Indigenous, 
students with a language background other than English – and trends in performance 
levels over time.  

Recommendation 9  
9.1 Ministers emphasise that standardised test results should be used in conjunction with 

school-based assessments in judging students’ progress and in reporting to parents.  

9.2 Ministers emphasise that My School does not compare statistically similar schools but 
instead provides information on patterns of achievement and growth of similar students 
from the larger Australian population.  

Recommendation 10  
Undertake a formal evaluation of any changes made to the national standardised assessment 
program, with particular attention to the costs and benefits of these changes for students, 
teachers, schools and school systems. 
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